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From the 2024- 20245 2nd Vice President ~ William Rittase 
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²ƛƭƭȅ wƛǧŀǎŜ 
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My African Safari Adventure 
by David J. Entzminger 

 
Let me take you on an adventure to Africa. In November I spent ten amazing days on an African 

safari in Botswana & Zimbabwe. Before deciding to go on this trip I knew very little about the geolo-
gy and geography of southern Africa. Did you know there is an active rift system there? This East 

African rift system is approximately 4,000 miles in total length beginning in the southern Turkish 
Hatay Province of Asia, running through the Red Sea into Mozambique then to Southeast Africa. 

The East African Rift Valley is a developing divergent plate boundary in East Africa. Here the east-

ern portion of Africa, the Somalian plate, is pulling away from the rest of the continent comprising 
the Nubian plate, Figure 1. 

Figure 1. The Great Rift is a series of contiguous geographic depressions running from southern Asia to 
Southeast Africa. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Rift_Valley) 
 

To the southwest of the Great Rift Valley is the Okavango Rift Zone located in northwest 
Botswana. Major faults include the Kunyere Fault and Thamalakane Fault, both trending northeast-
southwest and considered part of the southern extension of the East African Rift System. Other no-
table faults include the Linyanti Fault and Chobe Fault which also run in a northeast direction. The 
Gumare Fault on the northwest side of the Okavango Delta and the Kunyere Fault and Tha-
malakane Fault on the southeastern side of the Okavango Delta, produce a depression with north-
ern and southern hinge points creating this vast delta oasis, Figure 2. 
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Figure 2.The Okavango Delta is a large alluvial fan in a graben structure that's part of the East African Rift system. It 

was formed approximately 60,000 years ago when tectonic plate warping in the south-east of the country stopped the 

flow of the Proto-Limpopo River, now called the Okavango. (Wilderness Destinations map) 

 

Amazingly, the Okavango Delta is an UNESCO World Heritage Site being one of the few interior 

delta systems that do not flow into a sea or ocean, with a wetland system that is largely intact. All 
the water reaching the delta is ultimately evaporated. The source of the Okavango Delta lies in 

the highlands in Angola, 684 miles away. The delta is an endorheic delta, meaning it has no outlet 
to the sea and instead drains into the Kalahari Basin. This vast, inland-river delta in northern Bot-

swana covers 6,178 sq. miles. It's known for its sprawling grassy plains, which flood seasonally, 
becoming a lush animal habitat. The Moremi Game Reserve occupies the east and central areas 

of the region. Here mokoros, dugout canoes, are used to navigate past hippos, elephants and 
crocodiles. On dry land, wildlife includes lions, leopards, giraffes and cape buffalo (more on these 
animals to come). This delta provides a vast oasis for these African animals in the Kalahari De-

sert. The Kalahari Desert is a large semi-arid sandy savanna in southern Africa extending 
350,000 sq mi. and much of it covers Botswana, Figure 3. 
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Figure 3. Kalahari Desert, large basin-like plain of the interior plateau of Southern Africa. It occupies almost all of 

Botswana, the eastern third of Namibia, and the northernmost part of Northern Cape province in South Africa.

(https://www.beautifulworld.com/africa/botswana/kalahari-desert/) 

 

Before we ventured into the Africa bush, we spent two amazing days at Victoria Falls, Figure 4. It 

is twice the height of North America's Niagara Falls, and is only rivalled by Iguazu Falls in South 
America. David Livingston, the great British explorer and missionary, immortalized Victoria Falls in 

his diary after he crept through the dense spray of the falls and peered down the gorge for the first 
time in 1855.  Victoria Falls is known as the greatest curtain of falling water. At the height of the 

rainy season, over 17 billion cubic feet of water per minute plummet over the edge along a width of 

over a mile into a gorge 300 feet below. The Batoka Basalt is a formation of flood basalt that 

stretches across the area around Victoria Falls, where the Zambezi River cascades 
over this rock to create the waterfall, Figures 5a and 5b. 

Figure 4. Victoria Falls is neither the widest nor highest waterfall in the world, but it's the world's largest 
sheet of falling water, which solidifies this classification.  
(https://www.zambiatourism.com/destinations/waterfalls/victoria-falls/) 
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Figures 5a- Devilôs Cataract at the western edge of Victoria Falls and 5b- the Eastern Cataract on the eastern edge of 

Victoria Falls. These columns of basalt are exposed during parts of the dry season (which was when I visited the area 

in November). 

After our time at Victoria Falls, we hopped on bush planes or a helicopter to three Wilderness Des-
tination Safari Camps, Savuti Camp along the Savuti channel in the Linyanti area and then the Lit-
tle Vumbura and Mombo Camps in the Okavango Delta. Each camp provided a unique African ex-

perience. To say we were roughing it is far from the truth. See Figures 6a and 6b. 

Figure 6a and 6b.Mombo camp room and guest lounge with open bar. 
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The Savuti Camp was along a mostly dry channel system with occasional water holes. Interesting-
ly, the channel only floods when the Linyanti (Chobe) River backflows into Kwando River. The last 

time the water spread out in the Savuti Marsh was in 2010 after being dry for 30 years, however 
some water started flowing into the channel again from the Linyanti River in 2008. The scattered 

water holes throughout the Savuti channel, sometimes only puddles, are critical to this vast terrain 
especially during the dry season from May-October. Animals are not in great numbers in the Savuti 

area, but the diversity is astonishing. Each day there was a morning and evening three-to-five-hour 
game-drive in a souped-up Toyota Land Cruisers, Figure 7.  These rugged vehicles could barrel 

their way through the sand of the Kalahari and through the waters of the Okavango Delta or over 

small trees and brush. At each camp we had at least one very exciting event on our game drives. 

Figure 7.  Land Cruiser, safari vehicle. David Entzminger and Rich Phillips traveling companions as our 
wives chose not to make the 30-hour trip to South Africa. 
 

During the first game drive of our safari, after visiting and photographing a herd of 
Zebras, a herd of cape buffaloes came charging toward us.  To our surprise, our guide immediate-
ly took off in the direction of the charging cape buffaloes. Within a quarter mile we witnessed a li-

oness taking down a cape buffalo. For over 30 minutes we watched this lioness, and eventually 
her sister, try to kill the buffalo, Figure 8.  When we got back to camp and told others about our ex-

perience, we learned it is a rare treat to witness a kill. As this seems like a gruesome experience, it 
is part of the ñcircle of lifeò in the African bush.  What an exhilarating way to start our safari adven-

ture. We went back to the kill sight in the morning and then in the evening the next day. By the 
next evening only a few bones and some of the hide was remaining. Between the lionesses and 

the vultures, the carcass was picked clean. If there were hyenas in the 
area, even the bones would have disappeared. 
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Figure 8. Lioness with a recent cape buffalo kill. 

Vumbura camp was an island retreat that we could only access by boat. This provided a unique 
setting where we had to be back to camp before nightfall because boat travel at night with the 
abundance of hippos in the water was dangerous. The water didnôt stop the abundance of animals 

from visiting us. Our hut was under a fruit tree where the ripe fruit dropped like rain all the time onto 
our canvas roof. Birds, antelope, and elephants enjoyed gorging on the delicacy of this fruit which 

made us a little nervous as the week before an elephant got its tusk caught in the canvas wall of a 
room and pulled half the hut down. Lucky for us, the elephants only used their trunks to vacuum up 

the fruit from the top of our hut, back porch and walk-ways. Returning from the first game drive at 
the Savuti Camp, our guide took a hard left and bolted out into the bush at a very fast pace. We 

overheard them talking in their native tongue, and thought we heard the word ñRhinoò. A few 
minutes later we came out into a clearing to see a male and female Rhino, Figure 9. This wouldnôt 

be a rare event but in Botswana, rhinoceros are being heavily guarded at special sanctuaries to 
protect them from poachers. These two escaped a sanctuary over 19 miles away, and the sanctu-
ary staff had helicopters out looking for them. Within hours after we admired these creatures, they 

were taken back to the sanctuary. With only the leopard remaining of the ñBig Fiveò, our African  
adventure was fulfilling our dreams. As we got a glimpse of a leopard and her cubs coming down 

from a tree here, it wasnôt until days later at Mombo camp that we shared significant time with leop-
ards. 
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Figure 9. Elephant, Rhinoceros, Leopard, Cape Buffalo and Lion, Africaôs Big Five animals. 
 

The birds of Botswana are diverse and amazing. We likely saw 200-300 different species, of which 
I may have captured half in my pictures. Below are three of my favorites, Figure 10. 

Figure 10. Lilac-Breasted Roller, Malachite Kingfisher, and Guineafowl 
 

Mombo Camp lived up to all the hype we had read and heard about from our travel agent and pho-
tographer friend that had been to many of the Wilderness Destination camps. Mombo is the elite 

of African camping from the rooms, to the dining and the very special staff that cater to your every 
need, Figures 6a and 6b. Leopards, hyenas and wild dogs were on our list to see at this final 

camp, Figures 9 and 11, and our guide found these animals and more. Mombo was the only camp 
that a helicopter took us from our previous camp, 14 miles away. 
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Figure 11. Wild dogs pack and hyenas in the Mombo area. 
 
There were so many different wild animals all enjoying their piece of this unique 
landscape with each providing a key ingredient to the African stage. The predators keep the prey 
numbers in balance. African animal life is a hard and brutal. Truly, only the strong survive. I wish 

I could share all my 1,500 plus pictures but you might get bored. I will leave you with a few more 
pictures of the amazing wildlife we were blessed to enjoy, Figures 12 and 13. 

Figure 12. Hippopotamus, Zebras, Giraffes 

Figure 13. Sable, Ostrich and Baboons 
 

Like all good geological field trips, we too celebrated at the end of the day with what was called a 
ñSundownerò, Figure 14. I would like to raise a toast to the West Texas Geological Society and all 

its wonderful professionals. I hope someday you too will enjoy an African Safari. 


